Current Class 
Current Handling 
Document Number 


n/a 

1981BUENOS08724 


Page : 1 
Channel : n/a 


/e 


PAGE 01 BUENOS 08724 161441Z 

ACTION ARA-16 


INFO OCT- 00 
NSC-05 
SPRS-02 


ADS-00 INR-10 SS-10 CIAE-00 DODE-00 10-15 
NSAE-00 HA-06 PM-09 PA-01 ICAE-00 SP-02 
/076 W 

016144 161659Z /41 


R 161340Z DEC 81 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1885 
INFO USCINCSO QUARRY HTS PN 
USCINCLANT NORVA 


BUENOS AIRES 8724 


EO 12065: GDS 12/16/87 (FRIEDMAN, T.B.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: (U) ARGENTINE PRISONERS 


AfiGENTlNA t'ROJECT (S200000044) 

U.S. DEPT, OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Mstguet P. Gnfeld, Director 
Cy^Rfiteue ( )Exctae ( )Deny 

E)temption(»)i 

Declaa>%; ( ) In Part ()QIn Full 
( )eiauily 85 _ ( )Extenda«_ ( )Downgiadeto_ 
Date PedaMlfyan Seaion„ 


1. •■^ACCORDING TO A RELIABLE SOURCE, THERE ARE 

NOW 1,092 PRISONERS CHARGED WITH OTHER THAN COMMON 

CRIMES IN ARGENTINE JAILS. OF THESE, 664 

ARE HELD UNDER PEN AND 428 ARE SERVING SENTENCES 

OR ON TRIAL BUT NOT UNDER PEN. THE 664 PEN PRISONERS 

RRE COMPRISED OF THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES: 274 

HELD ONLY UNDER PEN; 99 UNDER PEN BUT ALSO ON TRIAL; 

AND 291 UNDER PEN BUT ALSO SERVING A COURT-ORDERED SENTENCE. 


2. COMMENT: THOUGH THE GOA STEADFASTLY 

REFUSED TO GIVE PRISONER BREAKDOWNS, THERE HAS 
APPARENTLY BEEN A CHANGE IN POLICY. THESE NUMBERS 
COME FROM AN OFFICIAL OF THE GOA. THE RED CROSS, 

4HICH KEEPS TRACK OF SUCH THINGS MOST CLOSELY, 

BELIEVES THE NUMBERS ARE ACCURATE. THE MOST INTERESTING 
7IGURE IS THE SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCED NUMBER OF 
PRISONERS NOW HELD UNDER PEN ALONE -- THAT IS, 

JITHOUT ANY TRIAL OR SENTENCE. IT APPEARS TWO THINGS 
lAVE HAPPENED ■ FIRST, AND MOST IMPORTANT, A LARGER 


>AGE 02 BUENOS 08724 161441Z 

rUMBER OF THE RELEASES THIS YEAR CAME FROM AMONG 
.HE PEN ONLY CATEGORY THAN WE HAD THOUGHT. SECONDLY, 
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SOME OF THE PEN- ONLY PRISONERS HAVE PROBABLY BEEN 
MOVED INTO TRIAL STATUS. 
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